
North Dorset Travel Study 
 
In 2012/13 North Dorset District Council worked 
with the Community Partnerships on a transport 
study that was supported by Dorset County Council 
both financially and in specialist officer time.  
The Community Transport Association also provided 
specialist help. 
Transport is a major concern because we have a large 
ageing population and pockets of deprivation where car 
ownership is low. 
The Community Partnerships Executive North Dorset 
(CPEND) as a priority issue for the North Dorset area had 
already identified transport and access. Following some 
initial work on mapping provision of community transport 
by Shaftesbury Task Force, it was clear there was 
reasonable community transport provision in the area, but 
there were gaps, both geographical and for different 
groups. CPEND decided to research community transport 
demand and provision, and see how gaps could be filled 
and co-ordination improved across the District. Access to 
Services in North Dorset - Map (pdf, 466kb) 
(opens in a new window) 

 
 

Dorset County Council was keen to review public transport 
alongside the CPEND work on Community Transport. This 
enabled both public and community transport to be 
reviewed at the same time across the same area. 
A project plan was to: 
• survey the need for and provision of both public and 

community transport 
• take an overall view of travel provision, gaps and areas 

of limited service 
• identify potential solutions to gaps and areas of limited 

service, and develop an action plan 
• involve key organisations in the development of the 

action plan 
• follow up and support the delivery of the action plan. 
The research involved: 
• research existing sources of info, e.g. Parish Plans 
• general travel survey across the area, carried out by 



each of the community partnerships in their areas, 
as well as through other partners 

• specific survey work by the Task Force on community 
transport 

• specific survey work by Dorset County Council on public 
transport 

Much of this information is available on request.  
Workshops 
A first workshop in June 2012, which involved transport 
providers, transport officers, voluntary transport 
organisations, parish representatives and others, looked 
at travel overall in North Dorset and at the survey 
research work carried out.  Summary of the issues and a 
summary action plan (pdf, 286kb) 
(opens in a new window) 

 
  

Following work by partners on the Action Plan, a second 
workshop was held in March 2013.  This presented 
progress on the Action Plan and looked at some specific 
areas in more detail.  Notes from the North Dorset Travel 
Study Workshop - March 2013 (pdf, 261kb) 
(opens in a new window) 

 
 and a Summary of the progress on the North Dorset 

Travel Study Action Plan (pdf, 223kb) 
(opens in a new window) 

 
 

North Dorset Travel working group 
There is now a North Dorset Travel working group, which 
meets to liaise and work on common travel and transport 
issues across the District, reviews the Action Plan, etc. 
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